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RESEARCH INTERESTS 
 

My primary research interests include sociolinguistics, perceptual dialectology, language 
attitudes, and Scots language/dialect studies. My most recent research is centered on 
perceptual dialectology, examining intraregional perceptions of North East Scottish speech. 
  

 

EDUCATION 
  

   

2016-2020  PhD in Linguistics 
  University of Aberdeen 

Awarded November 2020 
  Supervisors: Dr. William S. Barras, Prof. Robert McColl Millar 
  Thesis: Perceptions of North East Scottish Speech 
  

2012-2013 Professional Diploma in Education (English) 
University of Aberdeen 
 

2009-2010 MLitt. Sociolinguistics 
(awarded with distinction) 
University of Aberdeen 

  

2005-2009 M.A. English – Language & Linguistics  
2:1, University of Aberdeen 

  

2010  Cambridge University Certificate in English Language Teaching  
to Adults (CELTA) 
Randolph School of English, Edinburgh 

 
OTHER QUALIFICATIONS 

 
 

2021 - Associate Fellow of the Higher Education Academy (AFHEA) 
  

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
 

 

Feb 2022 - POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH ASSISTANT,  
Jun 2022    AHRC ‘FUTURE OF LANGUAGES RESEARCH’ PROJECT 

  
In this role, I worked as a postdoctoral research assistant to AHRC Research Fellow, 
Professor Michelle Macleod. The project was a horizon-scanning exercise to inform 
the future of AHRC investment in languages research. Our specific remit involved 
the UK’s indigenous languages. My responsibilities on the project included: 
researching relevant stakeholders; assisting in the design and creation of data 
collection instruments; recruiting participants; conducting research interviews with 
stakeholders; analysis of qualitative and quantitative data gathered by the study; 
contributing to the writing of the final report to the AHRC.  
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Oct 2017 -  SCOSYA FIELDWORKER, UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW 
Jun 2018 

 As the Aberdeenshire/Aberdeen City fieldworker for the Scottish Syntax Atlas 
(SCOSYA) project, my responsibilities included: recruiting suitable participants; 
visiting participants and recording questionnaire responses; conducting and recording 
sociolinguistic interviews; organising and filing questionnaires, audio recordings, 
participant documentation, etc.; inputting responses to the SCOSYA database; and, 
liaising with the SCOSYA project team to ensure compliance with project standards. 

 
 

Mar 2010 - RESEARCH ASSISTANT, UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN 
Aug 2010 

 Research Assistant to Dr Mercedes Durham on the project Language Attitudes in 
Shetland: 1983 and today - British Academy Small Grant (2010). My responsibilities in 
this study included: handling primary sources; the extraction, coding and inputting of 
data; and, initial data analysis using statistical IT software. I was also involved with 
the organisation of the 2010 British Association for Applied Linguistics (BAAL) annual 
conference, hosted by the University of Aberdeen. Responsibilities included: aiding in 
the production of the conference programme; assisting at the conference itself in terms 
of administrative duties; and, delivering orientation and conference information to 
delegates 

 
 

HIGHER EDUCATION TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 

 

Aug 2021    LECTURER IN LANGUAGE & LINGUISTICS*, UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN 

- present  

       
                 Courses taught: 

 

Level 
1 

English Structure and Use 
Communication and Language 
in Contemporary Society 
English Past and Present 
Doric & Scots Language: An 
Introduction to North-East 
Scots 

Level 
2 

Language in Society  
Varieties of English 

Level 
3 

Stylistics 
Language: Variation and Change 
Language Change: Historical 
and Sociolinguistic Approaches 

Level 
4 

Grammatical Attitudes 
Perceptual Dialectology 

MLitt 
Fundamentals of English 
Language 

MSc 
Teaching English to Speakers of 
Other Languages (TESOL) 

 

*(formerly Teaching Fellow, Sep 2019 – July 2021) 
  (formerly Teaching Assistant, Sep 2016 – Sep 2019) 

 
Responsibilities include facilitating the delivery 
of the university’s undergraduate and 
postgraduate programmes by: 
 

• creating new course content 

• planning and delivering lectures 

• delivering tutorials and seminars 

• providing assistance and mentoring 
to students during office hours 

• assessment of student assignments and  
provision of appropriate feedback 

• engaging in faculty moderation of 
assessment 

• examination invigilation according 
to University procedures 

• supervision and assessment of 
undergraduate and postgraduate 
dissertations 

 
 



 
At a department-level, I have taken responsibility for a new employability incentive which has 
involved researching and posting weekly content for students re. linguistics-related careers. 
This has included reaching out to Aberdeen Linguistics alumni to create relevant content. I am 
also a member of the school’s Employability and Entrepreneurship Working Group. 
 
Aside from my work in Linguistics, in the 2020/21 academic year I was tasked with designing 
and delivering a brand-new undergraduate course for the University of Aberdeen’s Elphinstone 
Institute, titled an Introduction to North-East Scots. This course was a first for the university in 
terms of Scots being offered to students as a language to learn and to use (rather than teaching 
only about Scots). The course ran successfully for the first time in the Sept-Dec 2020 semester 
and attracted undergraduate students from across the different schools of the university. In its 
second year (2021/22), the course attracted a 100% increase in student uptake, with around two 
thirds of participants being drawn from the university’s Primary Education BA (since there is 
an expectation now for Scots provision in Scottish schools).  
 
For the 2023/24 academic year, I will be designing and delivering a new elective course for 
third year medical students looking at Scots (including Doric), regional and non-standard 
dialects, and improving healthcare experiences for speakers of such varieties. This course is 
being designed in consultation with the university’s School of Medicine. 
 
Since January 2021, I have also been assisting the university’s Online Access Course in English 
assessment team. My role within the On-Demand Learning team includes creating new 
examination papers and assessment rubrics, engaging in internal moderation, and marking 
student submissions according to the prescribed standards. 
   

 

 
OTHER RELATED EMPLOYMENT 

  

 

 
May 2015     MARKER, SCOTTISH QUALIFICATIONS AUTHORITY (SQA) 
- Aug 2021  

This was a year-to-year employment as an SQA marker for national qualifications in 
English at National 5 and Higher level.  

 
July 2013     SECONDARY TEACHER OF ENGLISH, ALFORD ACADEMY 
- Sep 2016 

  Working with secondary school pupils, this role included: delivering learning and 
teaching in accordance with the curriculum; developing attainment and 
achievement; contributing to the formation of curriculum and improvement plans. 

 
Mar 2011     QUALITY ASSURANCE COORDINATOR, ATLAS KNOWLEDGE 
- Aug 2012  

At Atlas, I operated as the dedicated QA Coordinator for a long-term project 
delivering multiple e-Learning products to a large global company. I was also 
seconded to work as part of the Instructional Design team. This involved: writing 
instructional DVD scripts; drafting e-learning storyboards; creating content using e-
learning software; and liaising with clients to meet internal training requirements. 
 
    

ACADEMIC SERVICE 
 

2021  Steering Committee member of the Forum for Research on the Languages of Scotland – 
present  and Ulster (FRLSU) 



 
 

ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
 

Forthcoming Millar, R.M. & Leslie, D. The Dialects of Scots. Language, place and people in Scotland and 
Ulster. Edinburgh University Press. (Commissioned and in progress) 

   

2022 ‘Fisher, Farmer, Teuchter, Chav: Hyperlocal Perceptions of North East Scottish 
Speech’. The languages of Scotland and Ulster in a global context, past and present. Selected 
papers from the FRLSU conference, Munich. 2021 (under revision) 

  

2022   ‘What’s in a name? The prevalence of the ‘Doric’ label in the North East of Scotland’. 
Scottish Language, Vol. 40 (accepted, pending publication) 

  

 
REPORTS 

 
2022 Macleod, M. & Leslie, D. The Research Needs of the UK’s Indigenous Languages (A report 

for the AHRC as part of their Future of Languages Research project) 
 

 
PRESENTATIONS  

 
Oct 2021   Forum for Research on the Languages of Scotland and Ulster (Ludwig Maximilian 

University of Munich)-  ‘Fisher, Farmer, Teuchter, Chav: Hyperlocal Perceptions of 
North East Scottish Speech’ 

  

Sep 2021  U.K. Language Variation and Change 13 (University of Glasgow) -   ‘Kids nowadays 
don’t speak Doric: using perceptions of language to chart linguistic change’ 

   

Sep 2019  U.K. Language Variation and Change 12 (Queen Mary University of London) -  
‘Perceptions of North East Scottish Speech: a perceptual dialectological study of intra-
regional language attitudes.’ (poster presentation) 

 

Jul 2019   14th Lancaster University International Postgraduate Conference In Linguistics and 
Language Teaching - ‘Perceptions of North East Speech: macro- versus micro-regional 
identity’  

 

Jun 2019  International Society for the Linguistics of English (ISLE) Postgraduate Summer 
School: The Present and Past in Dialogue – ‘Changing perceptions of speech in the 
North East of Scotland.’ 

 

Jun 2019 Sheffield Postgraduate Conference in Linguistics: Linguistic Variation and Identity – 
‘Perceptions of North East Scottish Speech: cross-generational shift in the 
construction of intra-regional language attitudes’   

 

Mar 2019   Language and Identity: Intersections between Linguistics, Ethnology and Translation 
(University of Aberdeen) - Co-organiser and co-host. Also presented paper: 
‘Perceptions of North East Speech: a study of intraregional language attitudes’ 

 

Nov 2016   2016 University of Aberdeen Postgraduate Conference in Linguistics - ‘Gathering 
Perceptions of Language: Methodology’ 

 

 
INVITED TALKS AND PANELS 

 
Apr 2022 Soutar Festival of Words 2022 – ‘Status of Scots’ panel member (Soutar Theatre, AK 

Bell Library, Perth) 
 

https://university-council-modern-languages.org/2022/01/24/ahrc-announces-three-future-of-languages-research-fellows/


 
Dec 2021 Scottish Parliament, Cross Pairty Group on the Scots Leid - Scots in aw the Airts and 

Pairts o Scotland session (presentation delivered to attendees on the topic of ‘The Scots 
Umbrella: Dialect Variation’) 

 

Apr 2021 ULAB 2021 – plenary speaker – ‘Our dialect is different: mixing methods to gather 
perceptions of language variation and change’ 

    

Feb 2021     The Centre for Linguistic Research, University of Aberdeen – invited speaker – 
‘Language Regard in the North East of Scotland: when perceptions challenge notions 
of solidarity and status’ 

   

Dec 2020 University of Lancaster Socio/phonetics Research Group - invited speaker – ‘We are 
Doric: investigating perceptions of language in the North East of Scotland’ 

   

Oct 2020  The Wee Gaitherin - ‘Fa/Fit/Fitwye?’ panel member (event organised by Hands up for 
Trad) 

 

Jan 2020 Scots@Ed 2020 - ‘In Search of ‘The Doric’ – investigating perceptions of North-East 
speech from the inside.’ 

 

May 2019  MayFest 2019 – ‘Doric Scots: Past, Present & Future Film Screening & Discussion’ – 
Q&A session panel member 

 

 

WORKSHOPS 
 

June 2022 SGSAH Summer School – ‘The Scots language: variation and change’ (University of 
Aberdeen) – programme co-organiser and responsible for the delivery of two 
workshop sessions (on ‘Dialectology’ and ‘Language Attitudes’). 

   

Dec 2020 SGSSS Workshop - ‘Show and Tell: Enhancing your Methods Section with Audio-
Visual Walk-Throughs’ – contributed workshop video: ‘How to make a heat-map in 
QGIS’ 

 

  

OUTREACH 
 

Jan-April  ‘Introduction to North-East Scots (Doric)’ evening classes – designed and delivered a  
2022 10-week evening class for the public, in conjunction with the Elphinstone Institute 
   

Feb 2022  Developing the Young Workforce (DYW) North East – delivered outreach sessions 
for youngsters at St Machar Academy on the subject of further study of English 

Mar 2017 ASPIRENorth – organised and delivered ‘Try it Out’ taster session in Linguistics for 
local secondary school pupils as part of ASPIRENorth’s Schools for Higher Education 
Programme (SHEP) 

 
    

MEDIA INTERVIEWS 
 

Upcoming - BBC One – Grand Tours of Scotland’s Rivers (filming in June 2022 for a segment   
                    discussing Scots language with host, Paul Murton) 
Mar 2022  - BBC One – Antiques Road Trip (interviewed by Mark Hill for a segment on the topic of    
                    North East Scots, to be broadcast Summer 2022) 
Sept 2020 - BBC Radio 4 – The World this Weekend (interviewed by Mark Mardell) 

- Hands up for Trad – Blether wi Heather (interviewed by Alistair Heather) 
- Scots Radio (interviewed by Frieda Morrison) 
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